Subependymal giant cell astrocytoma with atypical clinical and pathological features: a diagnostic pitfall.
Subependymal giant cell astrocytoma (SEGA) is benign, slowly growing tumor linked to the tuberous sclerosis complex. It almost always occurs near the foramen of Monro. Parenchymal extension and worrisome histological features, such as necrosis, mitoses, microvascular proliferation and pleomorphism are unusual in these tumors, but can occur rarely. A case of SEGA is presented, in a patient with no signs of tuberous sclerosis so far, with atypical imaging findings and areas of necrosis found microscopically. These worrisome features initially led to the false diagnosis of glioblastoma. The differential diagnosis of SEGA is discussed.